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Kenya Needs Your Shoes
Shoes to Kenya is a joint venture begun by portrait photographer, Josie Gritten, and Jolene Barton, founder of ecobaby store Babi Pur.

Shoes to Kenya collects unwanted childrens’ shoes and sends them to orphanages and schools in Kenya.

Says Josie Gritten, mother of Morgan, 5, and Max, 3; “My sister had been to Kenya and had seen how interested the Kenyan children were in shoes – and how few of them actually have any shoes let alone well fitting ones.  When Max grew out of his shoes recently I decided that I wanted to do something more direct than simply giving them to a second hand shop.  And so Shoes to Kenya was born.”

We have a link with Isaac Ouma who travels throughout Kenya educating schoolchildren on environmental issues and sustainable use of natural resources.  He says; “In my visits l see a lot of very needy children when it comes to shoes, including some from very remote primary schools like Moindabi.  Over half of the school pupils have no shoes. Now this school has a pit latrine and you can just imagine how messy it could be and these kids go into it without shoes.  It would be a great help to the very needy kids in that jiggers, thorns, and broken glass will not hinder their growth and ability to play and learn. They will look smart too which is to make other people feel good, appreciated and part of the society.”  

A jigger, scientific name Tunga penetrans, is a sand flea that is brought about by lack of hygiene and breeds in dirty areas. The impregnated female Tunga embeds itself in the skin under the toenails and feeds on the skin of its host. A jigger-infested foot is completely disfigured; the afflicted can barely walk due to the pain from ruptured flesh. The resulting social isolation in turn creates a sense of trauma and reduced self-esteem.  Jigger infestation is largely considered a thing of the past, but in Kenya, hundreds of rural dwellers are living with jiggers in their bodies.  Children bear the heaviest brunt of the deadly bug as they can no longer walk to school and even then, they find it hard to focus in class.  Shoes won’t eradicate jiggers from Kenya, but they will help raise childrens’ self esteem and general health.  (for more information on Jiggers go to:
http://www.jigger-ahadi.org/Anti%20Jigger%20magazine%20Final.pdf )
Please help us send shoes to children in Kenya.  We want to send as many pairs of shoes as possible to Issaac Ouma who will hand them out to children in schools and orphanages across Kenya.  You can send your unwanted childrens’ shoes (up to adult size 5) and/or a donation towards the cost of Post & Packaging (made payable to Shoes To Kenya) to:  

Shoes to Kenya

10-12 Bank Place

Porthmadog

GWYNEDD

LL49 9AA

For more information on Shoes to Kenya call Josie Gritten: 01766 770 509 josie@true-image.co.uk or Jolene Barton: 01766 515 240 jolene@babipur.co.uk
www.shoes2kenya.com
Thank you so much for your kindness.
Josie Gritten
Jolene Barton

Isaac Ouma
